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Friends School Haverford

Art Curriculum
Our Studio Arts Program is designed to develop self-confidence, pride, trust, and initiative in each child.  
A sequential curriculum balances the academic study of art history and cultural arts with the elements and principles of design to cultivate a lifelong love and appreciation for art and art history.  A wide range of 2 and 3 dimensional artistic media, materials, and experiences are provided including drawing, painting, printmaking, ceramics, textiles, and sculptural processes.               

Hands-on activities foster growth in technical skill, creative thinking, and observation.  Additionally, the interdisciplinary nature of art fosters its use as a vehicle for a school-wide integrated curriculum. Frequently, curriculum is connected with grade studies in science, social studies, math, music and other subjects. Learning via this conceptual approach builds on a student’s core of general knowledge.  It encourages divergent thinking and a broader outlook on the world by redefining ideas and giving students the opportunity to see their artwork as original and as an expression of themselves.            

This developmentally based curriculum strengthens the skills of decision–making, critical thinking, and evaluation.  Viewing, analyzing, reflecting, group discussion, and writing about art encourages students to synthesize art concepts and puts art works into perspective relative to the past.  Through studio–based experiences, students develop an awareness of the relationship between themselves, others, the environment, and the world.

Prekindergarten A/B

Throughout the year, children have daily access to a wide range of art media and tools including modeling material, tempera paints and water colors, rice table, cutting and pasting, rubbings, crayons, and markers. Exploration of materials and the creative process are valued over product. In addition, there is also a Reggio Emilia light table where children can explore, trace and create with art materials. Weekly, children will engage in art teacher-directed crafts where following directions and careful handling of materials is introduced and child interpretation of the project is encouraged.
Kindergarten

Kindergarteners are introduced to regular studio work and curriculum focuses on exploration of line, shape, texture, and color through varied experiences with materials.  A variety of artists are introduced that demonstrate the art elements and provide a wonderful opportunity to connect to the work of the masters.  Skill development is an important focus as well as general development through the schematic stages of drawing.

First Grade

First graders are introduced to regular studio work and curriculum focuses on them and their immediate world balanced with developing fine motor skills, basic creative principles, and problem solving skills.  As developing readers and authors, students will be inspired by illustrators of picture books to connect with their classroom.
Second Grade

Second graders continue to work through independent problem solving while focusing on skills acquisition inspired by art history, culture, and curriculum integration. Students will explore various subject matter in their artwork such still life, portraits or even land and cityscapes. Children will continue to make connections in other disciplines.
Third Grade

Emphasis in third grade centers on creative expression and problem solving. Curriculum serves as a bridge between more skill-based curriculum in the lower grades and more concept-based curriculum in the older grades. Students will look at works of fantasy, surrealism or even Pop Art.

Fourth Grade

Fourth graders are expected to work with greater independence through process oriented, hands-on activities that challenge their creativity and problem solving skills. A closer look at artwork from artist that focus on the natural world in addition to expanding their skill in art materials. An intensive three-dimensional papier mache sculpture in one of the highlights of the year’s work.

Fifth Grade

Fifth and sixth graders are expected to work with significant independence through process oriented, hands-on activities that challenge their creativity and problem solving skills on a higher conceptual level. Students will continue to observe and discuss Master Artists’ work and learn to positively critique their own work. Another major focus is on community, teamwork, and communication.
