A Family’s Guide to the

 Third Grade Curriculum
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The Third Grade program offers a comprehensive curriculum that sparks a passion for learning.  Studies challenge students’ natural curiosity, guide them in their personal growth, and cultivate self motivation and responsibility. Through both traditional and hands-on (constructivist) learning experiences, students build on basic skills to expand their intellectual abilities. In the process, they become critical thinkers who question assumptions about the world around them.

While the curriculum celebrates diversity and fosters each student’s sense of self, it also promotes a sense of responsibility to the concerns of the community and the world beyond. A balance between group work and individual learning is maintained.  The program emphasizes both foundational skills and higher-level thinking skills since analysis, synthesis, and critical thinking require factual knowledge, organizational skills, and basic skills in reading, writing, and mathematics.

LANGUAGE ARTS

The Third Grade curriculum uses a variety of approaches to ensure that children acquire proficiency in reading and writing, as they develop a love of literature and learn self-expression through the written word, oral presentations and drama.  Each student is encouraged to develop confidence as both a reader and an author, capable of communicating information and creative ideas. Students are introduced to diverse literary genres, including literature representing many different cultures.

Recognizing that not all children learn in the same way, reading skills are taught through various approaches that combine the building of sequential skills in readers’/writers’ workshop that includes:

•development of sight vocabulary

•use of phonetic clues

•attention to contextual/visual clues

•independent reading time both in and out of the classroom

•strategies for word attack

•the importance of reading for meaning

WRITING

Our writing curriculum is designed to teach each child to see him or herself as a writer, read as a writer and to envision writing possibilities. Writing opportunities include “thinking aloud” journals entries, as well as units of study such as Book Reviews, Current Event pieces, Feature Articles, Poetry, and Memoirs.  Our approaches help students to understand the craft of writing, why authors make the choices they do as writers, and to work on skills such as spelling, punctuation, capitalization, understanding and crafting complex sentences, and making interesting word choices. 

MATH

The Third Grade math curriculum, Math Trailblazers, embodies several approaches based on years of research about how children learn mathematics. The program enables students to investigate mathematical concepts and develop skills in the basic operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division as they learn to think mathematically. In addition to being able to solve equations quickly and accurately, students learn how to make use of these skills in problem-solving.  

Students develop greater understanding of mathematics through the use of manipulatives, guided exploration, and teacher-directed activities. Once conceptual understanding is achieved, students practice basic operations through games, individual and group collaboration, problem-solving applications, computer exercises, and paper and pencil tasks. Students also build a repertoire of ways to communicate their mathematical thinking, while their enjoyment and appreciation of mathematics grows.

Third graders learn that while computations have one right answer, many mathematical problems have a number of valid solutions, and that multiple strategies may be used to discover these solutions. Problem-solving may include:  sorting, classifying, making graphs, exploring geometric relationships, measuring, applying logical reasoning, making predictions, devising strategies, collecting, organizing, and interpreting statistical information.

SOCIAL STUDIES

The curriculum is premised on a progression of awareness and understanding that gradually expands a child’s view of self and the world.  Many themes in Social Studies tie directly into the Language Arts program. Field trips are also planned in order to enhance and enrich our students’ understanding of these themes.  Third graders will also explore in-depth:  the history of farming and what is on our plate, famous African Americans, Native American cultures, The Fifty States, and the Quaker Testimonies.

COORDINATE CLASSES

Students have their classroom curriculum enriched by the coordinate classes offered for further exploration of creative expression and movement. These classes include:  Science, Computer, Sports, Art, Music, Library, Spanish, and Health.  

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Children at FSH are exposed to the concept of community service through their classroom curriculum as well as through projects organized by The American Friends Service Committee.  Each year, the third graders and their teacher organize the Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF program. Students educate the school community, collect the boxes, and count the money that is sent to the UN. Third graders will also determine how to donate the money they collect from selling eggs from our micro farm.

Recycling is a major focus of the community service program as children reduce, recycle, and reuse to cut down on the amount of trash left over from the classroom activities and lunch time. The children learn how to value and protect our natural resources as well as how to help others understand the importance of doing so.   

MEETING FOR WORSHIP

Third graders attend each fifth-day (Thursday) meeting for worship with the rest of the School at 9:30. We walk silently to the meeting house, and take our place on the wooden benches where we remain seated in silence. Because Friends believe that each person has access to God through the Light within, students worship in silence waiting for God to speak with them directly, and move them to deliver their message aloud. It is not unusual for a meeting to be entirely silent. After 15 minutes or so, we close with the Quaker hymn, As We Leave This Friendly Place.  All students shake hands with those nearby and meeting for worship is concluded. 

All are welcome to attend.

One month out of the school year third graders develop a query or question for the School to consider as they sit in silent worship.  The query grows out of the Testimony being examined that year.
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